
The Future of Gas: 

The Urgent construction 

of the Bridge toward the 

Gas Civilization



The Future of Gas: 

The Urgent construction of the 

Bridge toward the Gas Civilization

Prof. Edmilson M. dos Santos – IEE and RCGI / USP



Summary of Thoughts

(i) The Construction of the Gas Civilization

(ii) Panorama of World Energy Investments

(iii) The role of Natural Gas in the World Energy Mix

(iv) Opportunities and Challenges for NG in Brazil
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The role of Natural Gas in the World Energy Mix
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Opportunities and Challenges for NG in Brazil

➢ Investment dominance of Upstream O&G – PRESALT

➢But PRESALT is basically a Oil Driven Exporting Project

➢ Regarding NG – PRESALT GAS is a DOMESTIC PROJECT

➢Major UNBALANCES between UPSTREAM and 

DOWNSTREAM investments



Opportunities and Challenges for NG in Brazil

➢ PRESALT GAS is the Brazilian Door to the Gas Civilization

➢ Which means developing the Diffuse Uses of NG across the Total 

Energy Mix – But basically in captive Heat and Cool

➢ Necessary Bridge Toward the Gas Civilization is NG Power

➢Major Unbalances between NG  X  RENEWABLE POWER



Opportunities and Challenges for NG in Brazil

➢ We advocate in favor of a 10 YEARS NATURAL GAS DRIVEN 

POWER POLICY FOR BRASIL

➢NG Power working on base loads

➢Recovering storage capacities in Hydropower

➢More balanced penetration of other Renewables

➢Construction of basic NG infrastructure linking the country to the 

PRESAL resources



Opportunities and Challenges for NG in Brazil

➢ FOR THAT WE NEED:

➢Urgent participation of private capital in existing facilities 

(privatization of Petrobras’ existing NG assets)

➢Urgent reviewing of Petrobras’ strategic vision in respect to NG 

(Anchoring the construction of new infrastructure)

➢Gradual construction of more competitive domestic markets with 

trends of declining prices



Opportunities and Challenges for NG in Brazil

➢ FOR THAT WE NEED:

➢Scaping from the LOW PRICE TRAP

➢Rather than LOW PRICED GAS … WE NEED GAS

➢LONG TERM PROMOTION POLICY at final uses stage – This 

is the Construction of the Gas Civilization

➢ HOW OPEN should Brazil for cheaper NG imports

➢Domestic x Bolivian x US Gas  - SHORT and LONG TERM  



Opportunities and Challenges for NG in Brazil

➢ Investment dominance of Upstream O&G – PRESALT

➢But PRESALT is basically na Oil Driven Exporting Project

➢ Regarding NG – Major UNBALANCES between UPSTREAM and 

DOWNSTREAM investments

➢ Descasamentos Fundamentais a serem discutidos:

➢Descasamento entre ÓLEO e GN – Presal é OIL DRIVEN
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